
Fluke has a multistage lifecycle. The life cycle starts when eggs are laid by adult fluke in the livers of infected animals and 

pass out in the dung to contaminate pasture. When conditions are suitable (damp and warm for about three weeks) the eggs 

hatch to form mobile larvae that seek out mud snails to complete the next stage of their life cycle. The presence of the 

amphibious mud snails determines the distribution of fluke so, the highest risk grazing are wet areas and around pools of 

water.  

This year the eggs started to hatch in May however as it was so dry there were few mud snails in the environment. The 

infective miracidiae (the form of fluke which hatches from the egg) need to meet a mud snail within 6 hours of hatching or 

will not survive. The unusually dry weather that we have been experiencing this summer, whilst causing problems in terms of 

plant growth, has been brilliant for reducing the fluke risk, as eggs have hatched but there have not been mud snails present 

for the miracidia to infect.  

Blood testing of lambs for antibody to fluke is a good way to determine if they have come across the parasite yet, and 

therefore the timing of first exposure to fluke on the pasture. Testing that we have recently carried out has not shown any 

antibody yet, therefore it appears to be too early to dose for immature fluke just yet.   

A word of warning however – if the summer continues to be dry, and the fluke forecast is low or average, do not assume that 

there is no risk to your stock. In dry 

conditions the best grazing is often found 

adjacent to watercourses and around 

permanently wet areas of fields. 

Unfortunately, this is also where snail 

habitats and fluke cysts will be found. 

Fencing off these areas is particularly 

worthwhile in a dry year. 

We have had some reports of sheep 

showing signs of chronic fluke. This is likely 

to be a problem if you used an adulticide 

too early in the year and the animals 

treated still had some younger fluke which 

were not killed by the drug. If in doubt it is 

worthwhile bringing in samples from 10 

ewes for us to pool together to test for 

fluke eggs and treat if necessary. 
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